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Business Support for Domestic and Overseas
Companies with One-Stop Service
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Services offered

For foreign and foreign-affiliated companies

We provide various types of information for people from foreign and foreign-affiliated
companies who are considering expanding into the Hyogo-Kobe area. We provide not
only business information but also information related to daily life, as well as
corresponding advice. Moreover, we totally support business expansion into the
Hyogo-Kobe area by providing free consultations by a variety of specialists.

1. Establishing business centers
- Information on office properties, industrial sites, and preferential treatments for business
centers

2. Licensing procedures
* Information on the acquisition of working visas, procedure for corporate registration, and
applications for licenses necessary for business

3. Daily life-related matters
- Consultation on taxes and local infrastructure such as housing, hospitals and schools.

4. Free consultation by special advisors
- Special advice and consultation by lawyers, certified public accountants, and
administrative scriveners

$*Provision of consultation and information is free of charge.
Regarding requests for charged services, such as staff introductions, market research,
and incorporation procedures, we will introduce specialist agencies.
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Faster and Easier Access to the Nation and the World

Located in the central part of Japan, Hyogo-Kobe has a well-networked transport infrastructure.
Kansai International Airport is located about 50 minutes from Hyogo-Kobe, offering direct flights to
cities in approximately 30 countries and regions worldwide. On the domestic front, Hyogo has two
airports: Kobe Airport, which is within 18 minutes from the center of Kobe city and connects with 13
cities in Japan; and Osaka (Itami) International Airport, located in Hyogo prefecture, connecting with
about 30 cities in Japan. In terms of marine transport, Hyogo-Kobe has the Port of Kobe, one of
Japan' s leading international ports, providing a number of ocean liner services to more than 500
ports in over 130 countries and regions. Furthermore, with its well-developed railway and road
networks, Hyogo-Kobe offers a Shinkansen (bullet) train service to Tokyo of about two and a half
hours, and expressways to Tokyo in the east and Fukuoka in the west. With its trunk road network
throughout Hyogo Prefecture, the area also shows excellent mobility as a distribution base.
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In 2025, Kobe Airport will become an international airport ,making it even more accessible



Supporting Your Business with Excellent Incentive
Programs for Business Starters

Hyogo offers a variety of support programs that meet your needs, such as subsidies and tax reductions,
to reduce the initial costs for business establishment and ensure a smooth start of operations.

*1 Available support programs vary depending on the nature of your business, its location, and the mode of establishment.
*2 Each requirement is the same for all support programs.

Basic Support Programs

[

Support’by’the.Prefecture

)

Capital investment subsidy Employment subsidy Office rent subsidy* Tax reduction (Real estate acquisition tax) | - Tax reduction (Corporate enterprise tax)
R/ 3% 300,000 yen/person 1743 years) 1/3 1/3
(Up to 10 billion yen) (Up to 300 million yen) (Up to 1 million yen/year) (Up to 200 million yen) (5 years)

)

Requirement

Large enterprises

Investment of

Employment of

Employment of 10 new workers

Employment of

(a) Investment of 200 million yen

2 billion yen 10 new workers (For domestic companies only) 10 new workers (b) Employment of 10 new workers
’ 3% 300,000 yen/person 1/4 (3 years) 1/3 1/3
Ratciet (Up to 10 billion yen) (Up to 300 million yen) (Up to 1 million yen/year) (Up to 200 million yen) (5 years)

SMEs

Requirement

Investment of
100 million yen

Employment of
5 new workers

Employment of 5 new workers
(For domestic companies only)

Employment of
5 new workers

(a) Investment of 50 million yen
(b) Employment of 5 new workers

o
[Support by.Municipalities ]

[ Support by the National Government ]

*Office rent subsidies from the prefecture are provided in addition to office rent subsidies from the city/town

Support programs for next-generation businesses
(for manufacturers only)

(1) Countryside area

Nishiwaki City, Taka Town, Kamikawa
Town, Ako City, Shiso City, Tatsuno
City (former Shingu Town area),
Kamigori Town, Sayo Town, Toyooka
City,Yabu City, Asago City, Kami Town,
Shin‘onsen Town, Tambasasayama
City,Tamba City

(1) New energy and environment-related
(including hydrogen, storage batteries,
and products that reduce environmental impact)

(2) Aerospace

(3) Robotics

(4) Health and medicine
(5) Semiconductor

Eligible businesses

(2) Bay area

Kobe City, Amagasaki City,
Nishinomiya City, Ashiya City, Itami
City, Takarazuka City,Akashi City,
Kakogawa City, Takasago City, Inami
Town, Harima Town, Miki City,Himeji
City, Sumoto City, Minamiawaji City,
Awaiji City

Eligible areas

*Luxury hotels with MICE (Meetings, Incentives,
Conferences, and Exhibitions) functions, etc. are also
eligible for the capital investment subsidy as long as
they are opened in the abovementioned bay area.

Capital investment subsidy

[Subsidy rate] 7% of the investment amount
(10% for hydrogen-related fields) *Up to 10 billion yen

Employment subsidy

Capital investment subsidy | | [Subsidy rate] 5 % of the investment amount *Up to 10 billion yen]

[ [Subsidy amount] Newly employed fulime woreers 600,000 yen/person *Upto 300 milon yen] [

Employment subsidy [Sbsidy amourt] Newy employed ulime workers: 600,000 yen/ person *Upto 300ion yen]

Tax reduction

e AT et [ [Reduction rate] 1/2 *Up to 200 million yen

—

Tax reduction
(Corporate enterprise tax)

c
.0
8%
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[ [Reduction rate] 1/2 (5 years) ]

Support programs for foreign/foreign-affiliated companies

Foreign companies

Corporations established under the laws and regulations of a foreign country

Domestic corporations in which more than one-third of the total number of issued shares or the total

Foreign-affiliated companies amount of investment in capital isowned by a foreign company defined above

Organizations that contribute to the promotion of the establishment of foreign/foreign-affiliated companies, such as foreign
chambers of commerce and industry (Limited to those establishing new businesses or relocating from outside the prefecture)

business operators

Foreign business associations

Subsidy for market research [Reduction rate] 1/2 *Up to 1 million yen

Subsidy for corporate registration = | [Reduction rate] 1/2 *Up to 200,000 yen

[Reduction rate] 1 /4 (No requirement for employment)

Offi t subsidy ™
Ice rent subsidy *Up to 1,000,000yen/year ; 750yen/m/month (3 years)

9 Support by Municipalities

*Office rent subsidies from the prefecture are provided in addition to office rent subsidies from the city/town
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Attractions of the Hyogo-Kobe area
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Development and utilization of hydrogen energy

In Hyogo Prefecture, advanced efforts are being made to utilize hydrogen, a new energy source that addresses global
environmental issues.In Kobe City, a test project to build a hydrogen supply chain, including marine transportation of liquefied
hydrogen from Australia, unloading, and storage, was successfully completed. In addition, a heat and power supply using 100%
hydrogen-fueled gas turbine power generation has been implemented for the first time in an urban area. In the future, the project
is expected to be stepped up to a larger scale and move towards commercialization.

Furthermore, utilizing these achievements, efforts are underway in and around Himeji City to create an international hydrogen
supply chain hub. An electric power company, heavy industries, and others are moving forward with the concept of a base for
receiving and storing hydrogen from overseas, and large-scale hydrogen co-firing power generation is also being planned.As for
the technologies and products essential to these efforts, the prefecture is home to a large number of companies with unique,
cutting-edge technologies, such as hydrogen combustion turbines and liquefied hydrogen carrier vessels.Taking advantage of
these competitive edges, carbon neutrality is being promoted in the coastal areas of the prefecture.
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Harima Science Garden City
(SPring-8, XFEL)

Harima Science Garden City is located in the southwestern part of
Hyogo Prefecture. It includes SPring-8, the world’ s largest-class
synchrotron radiation facility, where research is conducted on medical
technologies using nano-level analysis as well as on nanomaterials
and new materials. Also, the Synchrotron Radiation Nanotechnology
Laboratory supports the industrial use of the two designated beam
lines that have been established in Hyogo Prefecture. At SACLA, an
adjacent site, a facility featuring an X-ray free electron laser (XFEL) 1
billion times brighter than SPring-8 has been in service since March
2012. The facility generates a “dream light” capable of showing
the world of atoms at a size of just 10 millionths of a millimeter of
both Japan and overseas.
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Kobe Biomedical Innovation Cluster

Kobe Biomedical Innovation Cluster is equipped with a research and
development base for advanced medical technologies and aims at
the accumulation of medical-related industries in the arena of Port
Island, which connects the center of Kobe City with Kobe Airport.
Core facilities, including the RIKEN Center for Developmental
Biology (CDV) of the institute of Physical and Chemical Research
(IPCR), the Institute of Biomedical Research and innovation (IBRI),
which passes its research findings on to medical sites, and the
Translational Research Informatics Center (TRI), which is an
information center for clinical research, are located on this island,
where more than 365 companies and organizations have made
inroads. Interdisciplinary activities, such as joint research and
development, business matching, seminars, and human resource
development, are also conducted.
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Supercomputer at the Top of
World Standards

The supercomputer Fugaku, which is being developed
jointly by RIKEN and Fujitsu Limited, became available
to the public in March 2021 as the successor of the K
computer, which was shut down in August 2019.

Fugaku is the world’ s best in comprehensive capabilities,
such as low power consumption, high computational
performance, user-friendliness and convenience, ability
to produce ground-breaking results, and ability to
accelerate big data and Al (artificial intelligence)
processing. In the 2020s, the supercomputer will
contribute to the growth of Japan and produce
world-leading results by solving increasingly complex
social and scientific challenges and exploring science.
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About the Hyogo-Kobe Investment Support Center

“The Hyogo-Kobe Investment Support Center” is a Hyogo Prefectural Government agency
that promotes inbound investment and business establishment into the Hyogo-Kobe region. It
is operated by the prefectural government’ s affiliated organization, the Hyogo Economic
Development Center.

The Hyogo-Kobe Investment Support Center offers support and information for investment
and business establishment as a one-stop service center by closely collaborating with
municipalities and public and private organizations in the region.

The Hyogo-Kobe International Business Square, in which the support center is located, also
promotes the outbound investment and overseas business development of Hyogo-based
SMEs.
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Hyogo Economic Development Center
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Hyogo-Kobe Investment Support Center

Kobe Commerce, Industry and Trade Center Bldg. 4F
5-1-14, Hamabe-dori, Chuo-ku,

Kobe 651-0083 JPN

TEL: +81-78-271-8400
FAX:+81-78-271-8403
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*Directly connected to Exit 5 of Nagatacho Sta.

Contact in Tokyo

Hyogo-Kaobe Business Support Center in Tokyo
Todofuken Kaikan Bldg. 13F

2-6-3 Hirakawa-cho Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

102-0093 JPN

TEL: +81-3-3230-2721

FAX: +81-3-3230-2722
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T 102-0093 FRRETHXI-TH2-6-3
HERRRE 136
TEL:03-3230-2721
FAX:03-3230-2722

URL: https://www.hyogo-kobe.jp/
Email: hkisc@staff.hyogo-iic.ne.jp
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